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TOWN OF WEST BRIDGEWATER 

CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

Meeting: 03-02-2021 

Minutes   

This meeting was held using the Zoom Remote Meeting Platform  

6:30 PM       Chairman Tim Hay (TH) called this remote meeting to order with Commissioners Lee Anderson (LA), Steve 

Winters (SW) and Ryan Byrnes (RB) signed in.  Agent John DeLano (JD) hosted the Zoom Meeting.  Minutes were developed 

from the cable TV video by John W. DeLano, Conservation Agent. This meeting agenda was duly posted as a remote meeting 

with instructions for public participation; the meeting video is found at: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZCXwdWk_F58 

Approval of Meeting Minutes:  

 SW / RB motioned to approve Minutes for 02-16-2021 as presented, so voted.  

 

New Public Hearing:  
23 Progressive Ave; MA DEP File# SE 328-796; Notice of Intent (NOI); Single Family Home septic system upgrade with 

associated site grading within 100’ of a Bordering Vegetated Wetland.  

Peter Lyons of Collins Engineering presented the plan and general summary of the proposed work and how the plan conforms 

to the commissions required erosion control and stormwater requirements.  JD gave a report on his review and recommended 

the project receive a standard Order of Conditions for a septic repair and a waiver for temporary work in the 50’ buffer.  

 SW / RB motioned to close the public hearing, so voted.  

     SW / RB motioned to issue a standard Order of Conditions for a septic repair, so voted.  

     SW/RB motioned to issue a waiver for temporary work within the 50’ buffer, so voted. 

 
130 Bedford St; MA DEP File# SE 328-    ; Notice of Intent (NOI); Single Family Home septic system upgrade with 

associated site grading within 100’ of a Bordering Vegetated Wetland.  

Brad Fitzgerald of SFG Associates, Inc., presented the plan and general summary of the proposed work and how the plan 

conforms to the commissions required erosion control and stormwater requirements.  JD gave a report on his review and that 

the project had not received a DEP File # yet.  JD Recommended continuing the hearing to the next scheduled meeting.  LA 

asked how high the mound would be for the system.  The abutter to the right of the subject property was concerned if the work 

would impact the drainage ability of the small brook to handle the flow.  Mr. Fitzgerald assured him that it would not. 

 SW / RB motioned to continue the public hearing to 03-16-2021, so voted. 

  

11 Farm Road; Request Determination of Applicability (RDA); Installation of In-ground pool with associated site 

grading within 100’ of a Bordering Vegetated Wetland.  

Rebecca Baptista from SEA Engineering Associates presented the plan and general summary of the proposed work and how 

the plan conforms to the commissions required erosion control requirements.  JD reported that the pool was located against the 

recorded conservation easement (CE) at one of the corners.  JD also noted the encroachment of the yard into the conservation 

easement.  The applicant was surprised to learn about the easement and the encroachment.  JD noted it was in the deed.  JD 

suggested that commission could entertain the idea to have the applicant prepare an amended CE that would follow the 0’ 

buffer line.  JD noted that the CE covered more land than the 50’ buffer but suggested that this was a “give and take” offer by 

the developer to commission for when discussions with the developer were held for the approval of the subdivision.  The 

consensus of the commission was to not amend the CE.  The applicant will have to work around the CE as is.  JD 

recommended issuing a Negative #3 Determination Of Applicability (DOA) with conditions of a fence along the CE with 

Wetland Signs. 

 SW / LA motioned to close the public hearing, so voted. 

 SW/ LA motioned to issue a Negative#3 DOA with the condition of erecting a fence along the CE including wetland 

signs, so voted. 
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Administrative: 

Manley Street/United Drive; Ron Snell Property-Informal Discussion RE: 50’ Buffer 

JD presented 6 ideas for discussion as a blueprint for an agreement with Mr. Snell on the use of the land currently in the buffer 

to the wetland on his site.  The commission was agreeable to the to allow item #3 which would allow the new owner to 

continue to mow the entrance at Manley Street and United Drive.  Mr. Snell indicated that the potential buyer is not a 

landscaping company but is a contractor that does utility work.  JD suggested a visual barrier along the edge of the land 

currently being used so no further encroachment of the buffer would occur.  After some additional discussion, the commission 

wants Mr. Snell to have his engineer prepare a plan showing the current limit of use and present it to the commission for 

review before any final decisions are made.   

1 Ames Drive; Minor Project change.  JD reported that the owner wants to put the electric service underground instead of 

over-head as originally proposed.  JD had no issue with the proposal and plan submitted by National Grid.  However, JD noted 

that the latest site plan submitted showing the house and septic had a revision date that hadn’t been approved as a minor project 

change.  In addition, the plan showed filling onto the abutter.  JD felt that there was likely some form of agreement between the 

applicant and the abutter but we needed proof of this in some legal format.  This will be brought up at a future meeting when 

the applicant sends the information showing a legal right to fill onto the abutter’s land.   

 

164 Lincoln Street; Request to return surety;  JD reported that the developer had updated the conservation asbuilt plan 

showing the conservation markers along the Conservation Easement.  JD recommended return of the surety. 

 SW / RB motioned to return the surety, so voted. 

 

Invoices; JD recommended signing the invoice for the copy machine maintenance contract. 

 LA / SW motioned to have TH sign the warrant for the invoice, so voted. 

 

Scotland Acres/Land Off South Elm Street;  JD reported that a young man wanted to test fire his model rocket on the land.  

JD noted the young man was willing to abide by a number of conditions.  JD recommended granting permission subject to 

Board of Selectmen approval.  The consensus of the commission was to grant permission. 

 

Adjourn 
Seeing no other business to discuss, TH asked for a motion to adjourn. 

 SW /RB motioned to adjourn at 8:00 pm, so voted. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

John W. DeLano, Conservation Agent 


